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	Teaching Professor
Department of Psychology 

University of Pittsburgh

3405 Sennott Square
210 S. Bouquet Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15260


	office phone (voice only) 412-624-3064  
fax 412-624-4428
mobile phone 412-298-9862
email jganger@pitt.edu personal email:  jennifer.ganger@gmail.com


Employment
	2021-present
	Teaching Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Pittsburgh

	2018-present
	Lecturer II (Teaching Associate Professor), Department of Psychology, University of Pittsburgh

	2014-2018
	Lecturer I (Teaching Assistant Professor), Department of Psychology, University of Pittsburgh

	2013-2014
	Part-time Instructor, Department of Psychology, University of Pittsburgh

	2010-2013
	Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Pittsburgh

	2007-2010
	Part-time Instructor, Department of Psychology, University of Pittsburgh

	2006-2007
	Research Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Pittsburgh

	2001-2006
	Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Pittsburgh


Education

	1998 - 2001
	Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Psychology, University of Pittsburgh

	1993 - 1998
	Ph.D. in Cognitive Science, Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

	1988 - 1992
	B.A. in Linguistics, University of Michigan.


Awards

· DB-SERC (discipline-based Science Education Research Center, University of Pittsburgh) Leadership Award (September 3, 2020)

· Sisters of Alpha Epsilon Phi (University of Pittsburgh) Award of Excellence for Being an Outstanding Professor (April 19, 2006).

Teaching 
· Developmental Psychology (Psychology 0310), a mid-level undergraduate core course with an average enrollment of 200 students. Taught 35 times between Fall 2001 and Spring 2023.
· Experimental Child Psychology (Psychology 1305), an advanced laboratory course for Psychology majors. Taught both an existing version and created a new version focused on child language (initially offered as Psychology 1059). Taught 18 times between Fall 2013 and Spring 2023.

· Language Development (Psychology 1320), an upper-level undergraduate course.  Taught 20 times between Spring 2000 and Fall 2021

· Processes course session on Language Development (for psychiatry residents) (Once annually, 2013-2019)

· Cognitive Psychology Lab (Psychology 0423), an advanced laboratory course.  Spring 2015.
· Developmental Behavior Genetics (Psychology 1053: Special Topics in Developmental Psychology), an upper-level undergraduate course.  Taught eight times between Fall 2003 and Spring 2013.
· Research Methods Lab (Psychology 0035), the laboratory component of a sophomore level course in research methods. Taught six times between Fall 2010 and Fall 2018.
· Psychology 1059: Special Topics in Advanced Laboratory Psychology: The Study of Child Language. Taught two times. (Ultimately converted to a version of Psychology 1305)
· Evolutionary Psychology (Psychology 1514), an upper-level undergraduate course. Fall 2010

· Developmental Psychology of Language: Graduate course (Psychology/Linguistics 2320).  Taught three times between Spring 2002 and Spring 2005

Recent Departmental and University Service Activities

June 2022 – present: Department of Psychology Associate Chair

Sept 2021-August 2023: Department of Psychology Director of Undergraduate Studies

Jan 2021-August 2023: Member of Department of Psychology Teaching Observation committee

2022-2023: Member of Department of Psychology Faculty Excellence in Teaching Award committee

2022-2023: Chair of search committee for recruiting four Teaching Assistant Professors
2019-2020: Chair of search committee for recruiting one Teaching Assistant Professor 
2019; 2020; 2021; 2022: Served on committee to select winner of Merle Moskowitz Teaching Award for graduate students in the Department of Psychology

2018-2019: Member of Dietrich School of Arts & Sciences Academic Integrity Committee

2018-present: Served on Teaching Evaluation Project committee, a department working group on evaluation of teaching (AAU collaboration added in 2022-2023) 
2018-2019: Member of search committee to recruit one Teaching Assistant Professor 
Fall 2018-Spring 2021: Chair of Teaching Program
2015-2021: Organized Teaching Brown Bag speaker series
March, 2018: Coordinated Sandra Russ (distinguished alumna) visit, which resulted in her department commencement address and significant donation 

2016-2021: Faculty advisor to Autism Speaks U: Pitt Chapter (undergraduate club)

2012-2013 – Member of Department of Psychology Undergraduate Education Committee; helped to develop assessment questions for Developmental Psychology
2001-2020 –Organized Developmental Brown Bag speaker series.
Recent Supervision and Mentoring
2018-2023 Supervised 23+8 in 2023 Undergraduate Teaching Assistants for course credit (students in bold gave a portion of a class lecture)

2022-2023: Jenna Berman, McKenna Dunbar, Suhani Desai, Siyan (Annie) He, Kirsten Ho, Kalina McNeil, Eva Santhosh, Milani Shanmuganathan
2021-2022: Henry Gifford, Rana Wood, Ashley Ramfos, Grace Choi (recently hired as a full-time research assistant at Dartmouth), Chloe Horter, Anoushka Parnerkar 
2020-2021: Erin Riggs, Zakaria Karanikos, Makayla McIlvee, Noelle Derksen, Bethany Anson
2019-2020: Diya Goyal (now a PhD student in our department), Kayla Grutkowski (employed as full-time research assistant at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh), Jodi Tomasello, Alana Castle (accepted to Masters program in Epidemiology at Pitt, 2023), Sarah Cooper, Emily Schellinger, Laura Shinavksi

2018-2019: Shansa Gaddam, Jeff Unterberger (accepted to Counseling graduate program at Chatham University), Danielle Nahas, Jordan Shanesy 
Fall 2018-present: Mentoring three graduate students in the Advanced Achievement in the Teaching of Psychology (AATOP) program (Petra Rupert, Alex Silver, Ran An)

Fall 2018-Spring 2023: Member of five undergraduate honors thesis committees (Caitlin Convery, 2021; Thomas Marlin, 2020; Elise Dubois, 2022; Kathryn Altman, 2023; Eli Anish, 2023)

2018-2022: Mentored Lindsay Taraban in Advanced Achievement in the Teaching of Psychology (AATOP) program (graduated 2022)

Spring 2020-August 2021: Informally mentored early career faculty member (Dr. Jackie Relyea, North Carolina State University) through SRCD’s mentoring program

Fall 2018-Spring 2020: Supervised 6 undergraduate students in directed research 
· Connor Wilson (graduated 2020) – employed as Behavioral Technician at Play to Learn. LLC, Denver, CO

·  Yijin Du (graduated 2020) – worked in two local Psychology labs following graduation, Chuck Perfetti (Pitt) and social-behavioral lab at Carnegie Mellon University 

· Sarah Graub (graduated 2019) – spent a year in Israel for personal reasons; planned to apply for graduate schools in Psychology

· Jaclyn Pieklo (graduated 2019) – enrolled in doctoral program in Occupational Therapy

· Madhumita Mahesh (graduated 2020) – Teaching associate with Family Links’ Prevention Program, involved socioemotional learning and counseling in K-5 Pittsburgh Public Schools classrooms
· Sarah Steward (graduated 2020) - enrolled in Pitt’s graduate program in Speech and Language Pathology 
Professional Activities

Member of 

· Association for Psychological Science (APS)
· APA Division 2: Society for the Teaching of Psychology (STP)
· Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD)
Ad hoc reviewer.  Journals:  Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, Cognition, Cognitive Science, Developmental Psychology, Child Development, First Language,  Infancy, Journal of Child Language (2018), Language, Language Acquisition, Trends in Cognitive Sciences; Journal of Child Abnormal Psychology, Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, Journal of Clinical Speech and Language Studies, Science.  Books: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates manuscript

Recent Professional Development Activities

Spring 2023: Society for Teaching of Psychology Mid-Career Reading Group

August 2020: Zoom Room orientation (University of Pittsburgh Center for Teaching and Learning)
July 2020: Gradescope workshop (University of Pittsburgh Center for Teaching and Learning)
Sept-Dec, 2019: The Highly Engaged, Highly Interactive Instructor (University of Pittsburgh Center for Teaching and Learning): A monthly seminar on interactive teaching. 

March 20, 2019: Attended Teaching Institute of the Society for Research in Child Development, (Baltimore, MD)

March 11, 2019: Attended Pittsburgh Regional Faculty Symposium (University of Pittsburgh, March 2019)

Jan-May 2018: Participated in study on increasing race consciousness in teaching, involving discussion and revision of Developmental Psychology course materials to address racial inequity (PI: Tanner Wallace)

Spring 2018: Writing in the Disciplines Seminar:  A weekly seminar on the teaching of writing in undergraduate courses with Dr. Beth Matway at the University of Pittsburgh
2017-2018: Diversity and the Inclusive Classroom, University of Pittsburgh Center for Teaching and Learning: A monthly seminar on principles of inclusiveness in class design, curriculum, and instruction.
Grants

	Sept 2021 – Aug 2022


	dB-SERC Course Transformation Award: Transforming Large Lecture-Based STEM Courses Through Personalized Coaching: Expanding ECoach at Pitt into Introductory STEM Courses (PI: Jessica Wandelt) ($10,000)


	July 2020 - June 2022

	University of Pittsburgh Seed grant.  Personalized Education Provost’s grant: Personalized Course Coaching at Scale: Bringing ECoach to Pitt (PI: Lingfeng (Kitty) Liu) ($45,960)

	May 2020 – Aug 2021

	dB-SERC Course Transformation Award: Personalized Course Coaching at Scale: Bringing ECoach to Pitt  (PI: Jessica Wandelt) ($9,994.06)


	March 2020 - June 2021

	University of Pittsburgh Forge Your Own Path /  Personalized Education Provost’s grant: Personalized Course Coaching at Scale: Bringing ECoach to Pitt  (PI) ($25,000)


	May 2018 - Aug 2019
	dB-SERC Course Transformation Award: The effect of in-class activities and web-based homework on exam performance in a large-enrollment, lecture-based psychology course ($8,303 direct costs) (PI)


	July 2005 – June 2007 (Extended: Dec 2007)
	NIH R03: Effects of genetic variation in dopamine on language ($50,000/year direct costs) (PI; subcontracted with Michael Ullman, Georgetown University)

	2003-2005
	NICHD RO3: A twin study of language development ($50,000 direct costs per year) (PI)


	1998 – 2001
	NIH/NICHD National Research Service Award (NRSA) Postdoctoral Fellowship.  Project title: Applying the twin method to language development.


Publications and Presentations

In Progress
Ganger, J. (under revision). Can Testing-Enhanced Learning be Harnessed in a Real College Classroom? (Maybe Not.)
Book Chapter

Ganger, J. (2016). The Genetics of Spoken Language.  In J. Lidz, W. Snyder, & J. Pater, The Oxford Handbook of Developmental Linguistics, pp. 771-788.  Oxford University Press.
Peer-reviewed journal articles
Ganger, J. & Brent, M. (2004).  Re-examining the vocabulary spurt.  Developmental Psychology, 4, 621-632.

Strassberg, M.,  Peters, K, Marazita, M, Ganger,  J., Watt-Morse, M., Murrelle, L, Tarter, R, Vanyukoff, M.  (2002).  Pittsburgh Registry of Infant Multiplets. Twin Research, 5: 499-501.

Babyonyshev, M, Ganger, J, Pesetsky, D, & Wexler, K. (2001). The maturation of grammatical principles: Evidence from Russian unaccusatives. Linguistic Inquiry, pp. 1-44.
Ganger, J. & Stromswold, K. (1998). Innateness, evolution, and genetics of language. Human Biology, 70, 199-213.
Recent Talks

“The Pitt ECoach Pilot.” University of Pittsburgh dB-SERC Annual Retreat (with Lingfeng (Kitty) Liu and Jessica Wandelt). May 5, 2022.

“Personalized Course Coaching at Scale: The Pitt ECoach Pilot.” University of Pittsburgh dB-SERC Lunch Talk and dB-SERC Annual Retreat (with Lingfeng (Kitty) Liu and Jessica Wandelt). May 17, 2021

“Testing the Testing Effect in a Real Class.” University of Pittsburgh dB-SERC Annual Retreat. May 6, 2021.

“ECoach: Personalized Academic Coaching at Scale.” University of Pittsburgh Center for Teaching and Learning, Large Enrollment Group. Nov 3 and 4, 2021.

 “Personalized Course Coaching at Scale: The Pitt ECoach Pilot.” University of Pittsburgh Center for Teaching and Learning Annual Conference. Feb 21, 2021.

“ECoach: A Personalized Course Coaching Tool.” University of Pittsburgh, Department of Psychology, Teaching Brown Bag talk. Feb 14, 2020.

“Long-Term consequences of U.S. Family Separation Policy.” Invited talk to University of Pittsburgh Panther Psychology Club. January 28, 2020

 “Empirical tests of an alternative to OMETs.” part of panel entitled, Developing Tools & Processes to Support & Assess Teaching: Goals, Challenges, Lessons Learned, at the University of Pittsburgh’s Center for Teaching and Learning’s Teaching and Assessment Conference, January 24, 2020. 

 “Failure of the Testing Effect,” DB-SERC talk. June 10, 2019.

“Measuring the Efficacy of Daily Homework in Developmental Psychology.” DB-SERC talk. August 20, 2018

“Some challenges of  large lecture course (and some solutions I have tried.)” University of Pittsburgh, Center for Teaching and Learning, Symposium on Large Lecture Courses, January 26, 2018.
“Biological and Environmental Foundations of Language Development.” University of Pittsburgh Psi Chi Chapter faculty seminar series, October, 2017
“Genes Prevail When the Input Fails: Genes and Environment in the Acquisition of Passive Voice.” University of Pittsburgh Communication Science and Disorders,  Research Roundtable series, October 14, 2015.

Conference Proceedings

Ganger, J., Dunn, S., & Gordon, P.  (2005).  Genes take over when the input fails: A twin study of the passive. Boston University Conference on Language Development Online Proceedings Supplement (www.bu.edu/bucld/proceedings/supplement/vol29/). 

Ganger, J., Wexler, K., & Soderstrom, M. (1998). The genetic basis of the development of tense: A preliminary report on a twin study. In A. Greenhill, M. Hughes, H. Littlefield, & H. Walsh (Eds), Proceedings of the 22nd Annual Boston University Conference on Language Development., pp. 224-234.

Engar, J.* (1992).  A semantic characterization of Russian unaccusatives. In Laura Smith Stvan et al (eds)., Proceedings of the Third Annual Meeting of the Formal Linguistics Society of Mid America, pp. 31-42.

Conference presentations and posters 

(excluding those which appear in proceedings)

Ganger, J., Kucinski, B., Ciccocioppo, M., Cousins, J., Streeter, S., & Alvarez, T. (October, 2020). Advanced Achievement in the Teaching of Psychology (AATOP): An Elective Program for Graduate Students. Poster accepted but not presented at the Society for Teaching of Psychology Annual Conference on Teaching due to cancelation of the in-person conference.  (We have been promised that our abstract will be included in e-book to be published later this year. URL to be added.)
Ganger, J. B. (2019, January 25). Failure of the testing effect: Frequent testing not associated with exam scores in a large, lecture-based Developmental Psychology course. [Poster presentation.]  University of Pittsburgh 2019 Assessment and Teaching Conference, Pittsburgh, PA., United States.

Ganger, J. B. (2019, May 22-23). Failure of the testing effect: Frequent testing not associated with exam scores in a large, lecture-based Developmental Psychology course. [Poster presentation.]  The Teaching Institute of the 31st Association for Psychological Science Annual Convention, Baltimore, MD, United States.

Ganger, J. & Gordon, P. (April, 2009).  Passive exposure improves comprehension of passive voice in 4-year-olds.  Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child Developmental biennial meeting, Denver, CO.

Ganger, J., Pinker, S, Chawla, S., & Birk. J.  (April, 2007).  Heritability of past tense marking and the grammar-vocabulary distinction: A twin study.  Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child Developmental biennial meeting, Boston, MA.

Working Papers
Schutze, C.T., Ganger, J. B., & Broihier, K. Eds. (1995) Papers on Language Processing and Language Acquisition. MIT Working Papers in Linguistics, Volume 26.

Tests

Baldzikowski, M., Briggs, S., Dobson, B., Engar, J.*, Parker, M., Pidgeon, K., Rohlck, T., Sage, R., Spaan. M. (1992). Examination for the Certificate of Proficiency in English. Testing and Certification Division, English Language Institute, University of Michigan.

Baldzikowski, M., Briggs, S., Dobson, B., Engar, J.*, Parker, M., Pidgeon, K., Rohlck, T., Sage, R., Spaan, M. (1992). Michigan English Language Assessment Battery.   Testing and Certification Division, English Language Institute, University of Michigan.

* Ganger’s maiden name
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